College Park United Methodist Church Newsletter
9601 Rhode Island Avenue, College 
Park, Maryland 20740

301-345-1010  email:  cpumcnews@yahoo.com

For May

A Note from Pastor Fay

What has God called the church to be in the 21st century?


Paul Nixon wrote in the March/April Interpreter Magazine about how there is little evidence  in Turkey and Greece of the once vibrant churches of the New Testament.  (Looking for Paul’s Churches, Interpreter, March/ April 2009) He goes on to say that no church lasts forever.  For this reason we must be about the ministry of planting new churches.  And in fact, the United Methodist Church has made it a goal that its annual conferences plant 650 new congregations by the end of 2012.


Nixon’s article caused me to pause and think.  God does not promise that our local church will thrive or even continue to exist. Communities continually change.  If, as our congregation ages, it tends to remain the same.  It is easier to start over, fresh and new, than to rebuild an aging church building or congregation.   

When we went to the Puppet Festival in Fredericksburg, Virginia, the host church was housed in a shiny new metal building.  It had a multipurpose worship center that doubled as a basket ball court and fellowship hall.  They had a bookstore and coffee shop and comfortable couches for people to just sit and talk.   And yes, they even had a small pool in the playground.   Wouldn’t it be just lovely to trade our leaky roofs and parking lot repairs for something new.   Wouldn’t it be easier to start new, with a new young congregation?  


Perhaps it would be easier to start fresh, but I do not believe it is the answer. To do so does not recognize the extraordinary value we have in life-long believers who can share their deep faith. These witnesses to God’s love over the long haul can lead new believers to become dedicated disciples. 


But we cannot sit comfortably in our pews, waiting for someone to come in and ask us to share our hard won wisdom.   United Methodist Communication asks us to “Rethink Church.”

It asks, what if Church wasn't just a place we go, but something we do, something we feel, something we believe, something we proclaim and something we share. We have to be willing to reach out into the community around us, even if it means changing the way we do things.  Isn’t sharing God’s Good News worth taking some risk? 


If we dare to rethink Church in such a way that we respond to God’s call in our community, then neither the age of our church building, nor the age of our congregation will matter.  Psalm 92:12-15 promises, “The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon; planted in the house of the LORD, they will flourish in the courts of our God. They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green, proclaiming, ‘The LORD is upright; he is my Rock, and there is no wickedness in him.’" We need only be faithful to God’s call, and we will remain alive in Christ.   
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Rummage Sale on Saturday, May 16th from 9 am to 2 pm.  Please bring your items in and place them on the stage.  We are not accepting furniture or any large items.  The UMW is responsible for making sure all items not sold are taken to a nearby thrift shop.  There will be a closeout sale from 1 to 2 pm - $2 a bag.
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Andrew's Film, EN-TREE will be part of the Stevenson University Senior Film Festival on Friday May 8th at the schools main campus. The Festival shows all the projects for the senior class of 2009, and will be on display in the auditorium starting at 7:00pm. Those interested in supporting Andrew and his classmates can meet me at the church at 5:15 pm that evening. I will be staying for the entire Festival, approximately 12 films of various lengths for a run time of about 2-3 hours. The Campus is just shy of Towson Maryland around 50 minutes away. Of note is that Andrew has done work on other films in the showcase as well. Andrew will Graduate the following Friday May 15th with his degree in Film & Video. Proud Parent Doug Mangum invites all who wish to see his Film first hand to the Festival. 

GOD BLESS All his Children! Doug
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A 4 week CHAMPS Visitation Ministry class will start May 16. Classes will meet from  10 to 11:30 AM at Mowatt Memorial UMC 14 Ridge Road, Greenbelt 20770.  (No class Memorial Day weekend)
For more information, call Pastor Fay (301) 345-1010.   Classes will teach how to visit and minister to people in the hospital, nursing home or home setting. At the end of the class, those who wish will be commissioned as Visitation Ministers and will deliver Communion to those who cannot attend church. 
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Our Prayer Concerns:  Please pray for Ken Boyer, Gerri Sershen, Doug Skoog, Michael Ferrell, Edgardo Rivera, Audrey Boushell, Geneva Burke, Debbie Phoebus, & Wilma Foreman.  Members who need our prayers, our Home bound members, and our Armed Forces.

[image: image7.wmf]
As you know, Rev. Edgardo Rivera our adventure guide is serving in the National Guard in Kuwait as a chaplain. I know that many of you have been praying for him.  We now have an e-mail address if you wish to send him a note and an address if the church wishes to send a care package to him. Please call the church office for information. 
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Meeting Reminders

Thursday, May 7th  
10 a.m. Miriam Circle

7 p.m. Church Council

Saturday, May 9th 

10 a.m. UMW – bring your Thank offering

Tuesday, May 12th 

7 p.m. Ruth Circle

Saturday, May 16th 

9 a.m. Rummage Sale

Thursday, May 21st 

7 p.m. Trustees

Thursday, May 28th 

7 p.m. Finance
	College Park United Methodist Church Financial Condition

Our spending so far this year has been in line with our budget except for utilities. As all are aware the cost for electricity and natural gas have increased dramatically. We have had  costs in excess of $3,000 for each month of this year. Our giving has not kept pace with our budget plans. Easter giving was not at all what we had come to expect.  Please try to keep up your planned gifts and also strive to prayerfully consider if increased giving is possible. At this time we are $6,000 behind our budget for giving.
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Social Security One Time Gift
All who receive Social Security Benefits will receive $250.00 some time this month.  Please consider using these funds or at least part of these funds to help those less fortunate. We understand many will need all of this money and more to maintain their current expenses. If possible, please try to donate as much of this gift to a charity of your choice.  Your church would appreciate being considered. 

God Bless.
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United Methodist Women meeting on Saturday, May 9th at 10 am.  Join us for breakfast and please remember to bring in your Thank offering to the meeting on Saturday.
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Please bring in a framed picture of you mother to the church to help us celebrate Mother's Day. We need the pictures at the church by Saturday morning May 9th.  We will be using them to decorate the altar and the church as we celebrate Mothers' Day, May 10th.  Remember to put your name and your mother's name on the back of the picture so that we return them to you.
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June 26, from 7-10:30 in our Fellowship Hall,  Come Relive the 50's in music, dance and memorabilia.  Cost is $5 and proceeds will go to the College Park Food Bank.  Tickets will be limited to 200.  See Kathy Selzer of Pastor Fay for registration forms.
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FUN Yoga MIX / CHAIR YOGA Class with Tina 
On Tuesdays from 1:45-2:30PM in the Fellowship Hall.  
The cost is $8 
Includes:  Breathing Exercises, Gentle Stretches, Laughter, Therapy, Meditation/Relaxation, and lots of fun in the house of God. 
Beginners/wheelchair participants are welcomed!!!
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Thank you to our Daisy Troop #2898 and Donna Weene for the beautiful landscaping near the choir door and the new Dogwood tree out front of the church.   These girls worked very hard Saturday April 19th to make our church more attractive and we are very grateful.
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Thank you to Erick and Fay Lundin for planning and organizing the trip to the spiritually uplifting puppet conference this past weekend.  Congratulations to Directors Erick Lundin and Jennifer Patton and the Puppet group Little Hands, Big Mouths who won the Bronze Medal for their performance at the Puppet Competition.  Erick and Jennifer your hard work with our children has paid off.  Now they are more inspired than ever before.  Anyone who wants to get in on the ground floor of this exciting new ministry please see Erick or Jennifer they can answer all your questions.




